
 

From notes of the final meeting of the North American Guitar Circles / Orchestra project, in Oxford 

Michigan, Saturday June 11th, 2016, @ 21h30. 

**** 

How to change the world?  At lunch, we had the question about pop music, popular culture.  For a 

time, it seemed to be a vehicle for such a transformation and I saw first-hand the current in the 60s 

where the sheer act of listening to a record was world changing.  

But all that changed around beginning of the 70s when it was all taken over from the old guard by a 

new younger management crowd monetizing everything.  Great musicians swallowed up by drugs, 

money, excess.   

The driving force was money and as Keith says in his autobiography, Decca's main business was not 

music but weapons, they were into radar, EMI too.... what a surprise.  (Reference to music business 

and criminal activity, cf: the film The Girl Can't Help It). 

Kirby wrote about a creative intelligence that entered the world prior to this period.  From 1943 to 

1960s the world was so at risk only a miracle could have saved her.   A creative intelligence became 

available to the world and helped to de-escalate a critical situation.  (offers to circulate Kirby’s 

document).  This creative intelligence also entered into music.  Well, I didn't need to be convinced of 

that, I knew it already 

• The opening bars of purple haze 

• The closing chord of A day in the life,  

My Hendrix story, have you heard it ? It's on YouTube, my sister keeps posting it.   I met him on July 

9, 1969, a radiant, glowing man.  He arrived in London in 1966 and was a catalyst for the whole 

scene.  

JGB was at the Isle of Wight festival, saw Joni Mitchell, and "... that fellow, what was his name?  oh 

yes, James Hendrix" 

Someone I trust saw him in Germany just a few weeks before the end ... he had lost it.    

And he knew he had lost it. 

**** 

I have always been in a hurry.   In a set of 7 years, a certain work is possible.  The reward for doing 

this work is that the next 7 years’ work are revealed.     My wife says I have been in training for my 

death my whole life.  And she often wonders why I leave the comfort of our home frequently to go 

and live for a week with people I don't know, and listen to them struggle with C major.    However, a 

door opens, and one must go through it or the possibility is lost forever. 

As with the musical spirit descending upon the unlikely fellows of King Crimson,  

• circa 1969, a window of opportunity of 3 months. 

• in 1981, for about 3 months. 

When something presents itself one has about 3 months.  But in GC, because of the way we work, 

this spirit has remained available throughout, to be called upon.   



 

**** 

The feeling of an ending. 

• Hernan and Betty leaving Red Lion House.  When the car went down the hill and turned the 

corner, there was a certain feeling and we walked around the house closing it up. 

• Or as with my father, to whom I was not close and he was not going to come towards me, I 

had to go towards him.  And I knew I only had 2 years in which to do it. 

• Or as with my mother, driving away from Broadchalk, and I knew: 2 years. 

But with GC, this feeling is not present; there is no feeling that it is over, or irrevocably gone. 

GC is a kindergarten; a very good kindergarten for those who wish to go on to work and GC history, a 

resource for those who will be working. 

**** 

A seeing at the beginning of guitar craft: that about 200 years were available for the transition into 

the new world. 

JGB was an optimist, going so far as to condemn the sin of doubting the golden age.  He believed 

things would go the right way.  Sari Baba, on the other hand, was convinced that 2/3 of humanity will 

perish. 

Idries Shah , who made a fortune from  Coombe Springs…. [don't remember what was said about 

what Shah thought] 

For those interested in Gurdjieff's ideas, the two rivers, flowing.  One goes up, against gravity the 

other towards animal existence and about this second on there is something rather unnameable and 

horrific, scary. 

GC is a way of going against Gravity 

**** 

Elizabeth Bennet said of Guitar Craft : there is something of objective value here. 

Objective value = it is the same for everyone 

In Claymount, not everyone was in favour of GC, but she supported and encouraged the 

development. 

And now here we complete the work in North America and you can all come back in a few minutes to 

attend to practical matters.   All 80 of you can get busy with cleaning up this place (laughs, laughter). 

"This moment is gone forever" 

 

 

 

 


